PLATE XLII
CLAUDIUS AND NERO

1.     HEAD    OF   A    STATUE    OF   THE    EMPEROR
CLAUDIUS,   found   at   Lanuvium   (Civita  Lavinia).     The
emperor is represented as Jupiter with the oak crown on his
head,    ist cent. A.D.   Vatican, Rome.

2.   HEAD OF THE EMPEROR NERO,     ist cent. A.D.
Museo delle Terme, Rome.

3.    SILVER   PATERA  FOUND   AT    AQUILEIA.    A
Roman emperor is represented as a new Triptolemus, bringing
fertility and prosperity to the Earth, which is figured as a
reclining, half-naked woman ;   and near her is a cow resting
(comp. pi. XXXVII. i).   The emperor has just alighted from
his chariot drawn by serpents, and is performing a sacrifice to
Derneter, who is throned in the background, seated on a rock
under an old olive- or fig-tree.   In the heaven above is a bust
of Zeus.    The emperor" is surrounded by the four seasons
(Home), two of whom feed and caress the serpents.   Two boys
and a girl act as the camilli.   The boys hold two paterae, the
girl brings a basket laden with fruit and ears of corn ; another
basket stands behind her. It is not easy to identify the emperor:
I should suggest Caligula or Nero rather than Claudius.   I do
not think that the children are those of Claudius;   they
symbolize the fertility and prosperity of the Golden Age in
general.   The patera, admirably illustrates the way in which
the emperors of the ist cent, adhered to the ideas of Augustus
and claimed to be, like him, divine authors of peace and
prosperity, the great protectors and restorers of agriculture,
ist cent. A.D.   Museum, Vienna.